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Local company wants
to purchase railroad

Western Carolina Railway
would restore service
on abandoned fine -

BY GARY RYNDMAN

staff writer

A Toea) raitrond company plans to bid on
thengiﬂ.tomchaseandopmweaumhwa'-
sialraﬂlhaectmﬂyownedbythe&eenvﬂe

: Development Corp.
WemCardmRaﬂwwaennceCmp.of;

Creenville filed a niotice with the US. Surface
Transpartation Bosrd on July 15 expressing its
intenﬁonmﬂleanommeancbalAmame

and Notice of I onthe Green-
wﬂe&!\afhamkaﬂroadﬂzecomtyrsseehm
to abandan,

p C. Hawliis, We Carolinalb pr
dent, declined to comment bt did issue a press
release, saying hé is working to secure private
funding to purchase and restore rail service to
the line.

Hawkins, a Greenville native and Bastside
Figh graduste, is 2 15year veteran of the rail
business. He has worked i both labor and man.

for Roit Tex and Northfolk Southern.

In his press release; he said his‘offer would

Mhmmethemﬂwtm'axxipmvdefw :

ruléd that the corporation had violated federat
lawbyﬁzﬂmgtomﬂ:eropetmﬂnlmwseek
formal aband iGroome

-dammages of $37000,

-+ The amotut of damages-wes limited both
Ty an-ervor by Groome’s former attoyney that
msedtﬁewvoyearmmdhmmmto&—

pire and becntioe he filed to satisfy the board
tbatﬂlebssofmﬂsemceeosthmhshm-

‘AllhegotwasSs’Z,OOOonnmchmlﬂ:y”smd

Greenville - cmnty “Counell Cbairman Butnh
s the )

“ dorit seé hiow we can look at this as anyHing
but,a vietory for GCEDC?

Groome sees it differentiy

“Basically” he said, “hey broke the law
They're just starting alegal process they should
have started in 1999

That processis a formal abandonmtpm
ceeding that the corporation recently filed with
the Surface Transportation Board. If approved
by the board, it waidd preserve the corridor for
fuuze rail serviee and allow for establishing a
puiblic trail there in the meantime as part of the
Nationsi Traiks System Act.

Upstate Fovever; a local nonprofit that pro-

hotes sensible grovth; filed: a.vecuiest for the .
i4reill with the Surface Transportation Board i

Y nthe quads -.Jime. Volunteers have been working on weele
rant of the county: : i endstoclearthehneofvegehhon,mthﬁm
“While the line does need signific speirs . . plans to dissemble and salvage th .
to restore service” the release reads, “the re- . "'But ding to Sudace Ty rtati

turn on this investment will be measured not
in dollars earned by the eorporation, but most
s:gmﬁcantlyhyﬂnenewbxme@s,new;obs,

Bom'dxeg\ﬂaﬁons,mﬂsexmmﬂd takepxe-
cedence over the tradl,
wesf,em(‘mdmu.maw

oy

k poration will attempt tofiego-

reduced fiture highs
future fuel emissions from an increase in track

traffic (that, would: result without the line in.

place), inoreased property vaines and incréased
taabasefotthemnmmpehﬁesmsewe&”

ins also requested a 80-day i
on the normal 120-day deadline permitied by
Wm«;xﬂsbmmdmgmamw
ing hin until Now. 210 prepare his offer:

n 1999, Greenville Coumty Counel allocated .

ﬂEmﬂﬁonmmmhasethell.S-mﬂOﬁnebe-

tween Berea and Travelers Rest, along with-

another $.20-mile vail corridor’ from Rail ey,
one of the nation's largest vaiircad conipanics.
Mmmddmumedmeemmm

toded it dally fea-
sx"nl:wwlw wrisourid bridpes
onthe line.

County Council authorized the purdmse to
preserve the corridor for future rail service.

Tt formed the economic developrent corpo-
mumwacqmeandmxnagethem&xtaﬂz
failing to find snyone to operate it or finds io
repair it, the corporation sbandoned p!sm to
restore rail service in 2001,

Assod: one of two.

’matyearIethmme,prsk‘hmomeome'
Shippers
szrvedbyfheraikmd,%dahwmntms&t&

court agpins the corporation for faihire to flfll

itscormon earrier obligation vo operate the it

12004, the court sided with The corporstion.
But Groome filed a complaint with the Surface
Transportation Board later thet year.

habeadealﬁn'pw-chnseofthehnelflheyﬁxﬂ
to-reach an Ty a pre-d
dengiine, the board would step i to set o fair
price.
‘Hawkingand his company may face consid-
emblemstwnmkethehne servicesble appin.
ds of thousarids of
doltars tomore than $1 million.
Restored rail serviee wonld give Groome a
chiance to resume the paper business he shist:

" dowiin 2008,

."He and the other remaining shipper on the
line, Remdy Mathena of Paper Cutters, had
plans to purchase the railroad back in 1999, Un-
willing to pay RailTex’s $750,000 asking price,
they Were waiting on the company to initiate
shandomment procoedings at which time they
planned to submit an Offer of Financial Assis-

_ tance abalower price.
mmthecmmtybou@tﬂlemmmld
when its : T
filed to find an operator; the & hippers were
Iefouit .

“They dida't wanb us o have #t)” said Groome.
“Hsallpolities”

Kirven said he does't expoct the sale of the
Ine “to ialize!” He said trail devek
would be is best use, encouraging residential
development along £he corridor:

He said a nonprofit organization would likely
operatethe trall.

Contact Gary Hyndman at 6791226
tncr@groemuligioumal

o,
(4




