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BY HAND DELIVERY

The Honorable Vernon A. Williams
Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20423

PC

June 7, 2006

1300 NINETEENTH STREET NW
FiFTH FLOCR

WasHingTon DC 20036 1609
TEL202 628 2000

FAX 202 628 2011
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Re:  Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X), CSX Transportation, Inc. —
Abandenment Exemption — In Anderson County, SC

Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing in the above-referenced proceeding are an original and ten copies® of
several protests that we have been asked to deliver on behalf of the persons named in the letters.
We provide this service as a courtesy to the senders due to our proximity to your offices.

No fee applies to this filing. STB Ex Parte No. 542 (Sub-No. 13).

Please acknowledge receipt of this filing by date-stamping the enclosed acknowledgment

copy and returning it to our messenger.,

Enclosures

FAQ704 10002'htwp 1 576 vwilliams re slrs. doc

1

Sincerely,

el

L

'_-..roy W. Garris

- We received facsimile versions of three of the letters and will forward you the original upon receipt.



June 7, 2006

The Honorable Secretary
Yernon Williams

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K SL.NW

Washington, DC 20423

ang s, Re: Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664%), CSX Transportation,
prmg TregTess Ine. - Abandonment Exemption — In Anderson County, SC

Dear Scerctary Williams:
On April 28, 2006, CSXT Transportation (“CRXT"} filed a pesition for

exemption to sbandon its rail line in the above-referenced proceeding.  Anderson
County ("County”} hereby opposes the abandonnent.
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Petiioner secks to abandon a 12.74-mile rail line extending between
milepost AKL 26,26, near Belton, and milepost AKL 39.00, near Pelzer. Anderson
County, 5C ("Line™). The proposed abandonment would cause substantial harm (o
the Comnty and its population.

There are a number of companies located on the Line proposed  for
abandonment. and on the connecting line owned and operated by short fine railroad
Pickens Ratbway Company (“Pickens™. Thesc companies tender and receive
goods by rail aver these two rail lines in significant volume. These COMPUNiCs are
mmportant to the economic development of our County, and are fmportant
emplovers for its residents, together employing a substantial sumber of emplovees,
We huve received complaints about the proposed abandonment from a number of
these companies.  Gencerally speaking, the companies Indicate that, if the Line of
CSXT s lost to abandonment, the companies likely will face sigatlicant ¢hallenges
trying to find alternatives for {ransporting the goods that are essential for the
operations of their respeetive facifities with the end result being passible closure of
certain facilitics.

{ fork g € gugngit

Several companies have indicated that some portion of their fratfic will
likely cease to move entirely il the Line is abandosed. One of ihe COMPANILS s
located directly on the Line to be abandoned. The other companies are located on
the linc of Pickens. For any traffic that continges to move by rail. the shippers
indicate that insertion of an additions] rafl carrier {particularly a class 1) into the
Anderson move is likely to increase the costs of transportation. Further. the sroposed
Loty abandonment would eliminate dircct competition between NS and CSXT. which
the shippers also indicate is likely 1o result in increased transportalion costs. N8'g
rates will no longer be checked by the threat of loss of (raffic to CSXT. Carrently,
one or more shippers have indicated that rates for transportation arc ikely to rise by
at teast $LO00 per car in the short term in this regard.  Also, certain companies
have indicated that trucking is not a sealistic option, as therr facilities lack the
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physical and opesational capabibifies o tender and receive goods by truck i the
necessary volumes.  Whether the problems result from cessation of traffic, the
substantial rise in rail trunsportation costs, or diversion of rail traffic o fruck,
certain companies have estimated that they anticipate a decline in business volume
overall, followed by resulting job lossces,

The County 15 also concerned about CSXT7s proposition that poods move
by truck, BEven assuming the traffic could be diveried 1o truck. the rule of thumb
generadly used is that four trucks are required W move the same amount of goods as
one ral car. Accordingly., CSXT7s proposal waould result in approximately an
additional 4,000 trucks per yvear on County roads,  This diversion of traffic from
CSXT to our County roads would be a substantial detriment to the financial and
other resources of the County as it seeks to maintain the public roads i a safe and
appropriate condition.  In addifion, this shift from sail to truck would come at
very bad time, as the County is under Clean Alr Act restrictions.

The public interest clearly hies m keeping this Line in operation. Over the
past year, the County has been negovialing with CSXT to keep the Line in
operation, cither throngh an actual purchase of the Line by the County, by another
ey, or by operation by another rablroad.  Our continued interest in the Line
during this time is evidence of our commitaient and the criticas! pature of the Line
1o the economic vitatily of our residents. To date, go solution has been reached that
is agrecable to zll sides. We do not believe, however, thal CSXT should be
permitted 1o force the hand of the Caunty {or any other party for that matter) by
atiempting fo abandon the Ling af this junclure.

We also note, the Board should not permit this abandonment o go torward
under the expedited proceeding of an exemption. The Board long has stated that
exemption proceedings are appropriate only where the abandonment is unopposed
and revenue clearly marginal. Netther 1s frue here. There 1s a substanttal amound
of traffic moving over the Line, there are at least twelve shippers and one short ling
dircetly impacied by the proposed abandonment, CSXT admits in its own petition
that the Line is profitable but aflempts to justify (he abandonment through inflaied
rehabilitation projections.  Also, CSXT apparently anficipaed protests, as it
requested i advance the abitity to reply,  Abandomment of this Line, which s
essential to our County, reguires more exacting scrutiny than permitted in this
gxemplion proceeding.

CsXTs petivion for exempiion in this matter should, thereiore, be denied.

very truly vours,

{jt }“ - <jﬁ>j,wwf

Joey R, Presion
Anderson County Adminisirator

Anderson
County

Making News.
Making Progress,
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned does hereby certify that the protest ietter of Anderson County
South Carolina, Finance Docket No. AB-35 (Sub-Na. 664X) was served by U.S. mail on
June 7, 2006 upon the following individual:

Louis E. Gitomer
Attorney at Law

118 Sunnymeadow Lane
Reisterstown, MD 21136

P Y
'I?oy W. Garfis, Esq.
Weiner Brodsky Sidman Kider PC
1300 19™ Street, NW, 5 Floor
Washington, DC 20036-1609
(202) 628-2000 (tel)
(202) 628-2011 (fax)




—4

TELEPHONES: FAX:
(B6d) 369-2872 (844) 36%9-1105
(B04) 369-0450 TRI COUNTY FERTILIZER AND SPECIALTY CO., INC.

P.O. BOX 147
HONEA PATH, 5.C. 29654

June 6, 2006
RE: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X)

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Board Members;

The CSX Abandonment will definitely impact our facility / suppliers. It, too, will impact our facility's
empioyment staff as well as others,

{.  Thereis a distinct possibility that Pickens Railroad will not be able to continue service from
Anderson to the Beiton-Honea Path area. Many of the cars served by Pickens Railroad / Belton

connection would not be able to be served strictly by Norfolk-Southern due to freight rate
increases.

2. Our potash supply comes from Canada via CSX. Consequently, the abandonment of CSX service
to Befton would make it virtually impossible for us to be competitive with fertilizer grades which
contain potash.

3. As of 171572006, | purchased Due West Oil Mill, Due West, S.C., a fertilizer competitor. This
acquisition will increase my business 35 10 40%. In so doing, it will increase my ralil traffic at least
30 to 40 cars.

4. Eighty percent (80%) of our business consists of independent bagged fertilizer dealers in
surrounding counties. The other twenty percent (20%) is composed of the fertilizer farm economy
in this area.

With higher costs as a result of CSX Abandonment, this would put them in a
position not to be competitive with Wal-Mart, Home Depot and Lowes.

This results in a reduction of employees at my facility as well as a reduction in the independent
dealers staff.

Sincerely,
(Mo Z ﬁ/ﬁﬂ?z\/

William E. LaCoste
President




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned does hereby certify that the protest letter of Tri County Fertilizer
and Specialty Co., Inc., Finance Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X) was served by U.S.
mail on June 7, 2006 upon the following individual:

Louis E. Gitomer
Attorney at Law

118 Sunnymeadow Lane
Reisterstown, MD 21136

79@
Troy W. Garis, Esq.
Weiner Brodsky Sidman Kider PC
1300 19" Street, NW, 5™ Floor
Washington, DC 20036-1609
(202) 628-2000 (tel)
(202) 628-2011 (fax)




Materlals Company

6/6/06

Surface Transportation - Joard
1925 K Street NW
Washington, DC 20423. 0001

Re: STB Dacket No. Ali-55 {Sub-No. 664X)

Vaulcan Materials Comp iny has over 300 aggregates production and related facilities
serving 22 states, the Di strict of Columbia, Mexico, Aruba, and the Cayman Islands, with
12 production facilities n SC alone.

Qur Anderson, SC facil ty shipped bundreds of thousands tons of aggregate in 2005 by

truck and is currently in sestigating rail shipping oppertunities from this plant to the coast
of SC.

As a potential customer we are very concerned of not having the opportunity to utilize the
Pickens and CSX lines - or it would not be advantageous for us to partially ship our
product by rail only to ¢ ffload to trucks to the destination.

Sincerely

Q{ ’((a b@j/—zv o

Patrick Dwyer
Manager, SC Saies

SOUTHEAST DIVISION  P.O. DRAWER 8834 » GREENVILLE, SC 29804 « “"ELEPHONE 884 2772373
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned does hereby certify that the protest letter of Vulcan Materials
Company, Finance Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X} was served by U.S. mail on June 7,
2006 upon the following individual:

Lows E. Gitomer
Attorney at Law

118 Sunnymeadow Lane
Reisterstown, MD 21136

A

Troy W-Garrts, Esq.

Weiner Brodsky Sidman Kider PC
1300 19" Street, NW, 5" Floor
Washington, DC 20036-1609
(202) 628-2000 (tel)

(202) 628-2011 (fax)




OWENS CORNING WORLD HEADQUARTER
ONE OWENS CORNING PARKWAY

TCLEDO, CHIC 43659

419.248.8000

June 7, 2006

The Honorable Secretary
Vernon Williams

Surface Transpertation Board
1925 K 5t,, NW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X), CSX Transportation, Inc. — Abandonment Exemption —
In Anderson County, SC

Dear Secretary Williams:

On April 28, 2006, CSXT Transportation (“CSXT™) filed a petition for exemption to abandon its rail line in the
above-referenced proceeding. Owens-Corning (“Owens”) hereby opposes the abandonment.

CSXT seeks 1o abandon its 12.74-mile rail line extending between milepost AKL 26.26, near Belton, and
milepost AKL 39.00, near Pelzer, Anderson County, SC (“Line™). The proposed abandonment would cause substantial
harm to Owens.

Our plant is located along the rail line of Pickens Railway Company (“Pickens™), which directly connects to
CSXT on the Subject Line at Belton, SC. We receive inbound shipmeris of limestone over the Subject Line, via CSXT.
In 2004, we received 388 cars of traffic over the Subject Line. In 2005, we received 479 cars. 1n 2006, our traffic volume
has increased, and we are currently on target to received approximately 500 cars of traffic on an annualized basis. This
traffic cannot be handled directly via Norfolk Southern Railway (“NS™). Forcing the traffic to move via NS would
convert what is now a two carrier move (CSX T-Pickens) into a three carrier move (CSXT-NS-Pickens). We have
inquired into the cost of this move and have been advised that the per car cost of this change would be at least $1,098 in
rate and additional fuel surcharge. The likely effect of such a radical increase in transportation costs would be to render
our ability to move limestone by rail cost prohibitive —the market for our products simply would not bear the increased
costs. This is especially true at this stage, as we face intense competition from foreign competitors, such as in China.

In addition, it is not feasible to receive the limestone via truck for several reasons. As an initial matter, we have
been advised that the cost of moving the limestone by truck would be as much or more than receiving the shipments via
NS. Truck is therefore simply not a realistic option for economic reasons. Even leaving aside the fact that the cost is
prohibitive, however, our facility simply is not designed to handle the huge volume of trucks that would be required to
substitute trucks for rail. Assuming motor carriers were even interested and set up to handle the traffic, it would take an
estimated 2,000 trucks a vear to serve our facility. Our facility simply cannot handle such volume of trucks. Owens
must have rail service over the Subject Line, We also note, CSXT asserts that the two shippers directly located on its
Line could transload shipments to or from truck at CSXT’s facility in Pelzer, SC, thereby providing an alternative service
directly to CSXT. For the capacity reasons just described, transloading is not a feasible option for Owens.

We welcome the opportunity to compete in a free marketplace, but increases in cost of this magnitude make it
very difficult meet the increasingly competitive environment including imports form China.

The presence of CSXT as a rail alternative also serves another significant purpose for our facility. While we
generally only receive shipments of limestone from CSXT at the moment, we also move a significant number of
additional carloads into this facility. We received approximately 877 cars via NS-Pickens in 2004, approximately 1,008
cars in 2005, and are on target for approximately 1000 cars in 2006. 1f CSXT sought to expand its business, at least some
of this traffic could move from Pickens line over the Subject Line. CSXT sets the rates for this traffic, and (unlike the
limestone received via CSXT) not all of the traffic is captive to NS. Our suggestion to CSXT would be not to abandon
the Subject Line, but engage in better marketing efforts for the traffic.



The Board also should not permit this abandonment to go forward under the expedited proceeding of an
exemption. The Board has held that exemption proceedings are appropriate only where the abandonment is unopposed
and revenue clearly marginal. Neither is true here. The Line is profitable, and a significant amount of the traffic that
makes it s0 is the traffic of Owens Corning. There are also a number of other shippers on served by the Line, and
conversations with them indicate that they also will suffer serious harm to their respective businesses if the Line is
abandoned. Upon the close scrutiny that this matter demands, the Board will see that CSXT’s petition should be denied.




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned does hereby certify that the protest letter of Owens Coming,
Finance Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X) was served by U.S. mail on June 7, 2006 upon
the following individual:

Louis E. Gitomer
Attorney at Law

118 Sunnymeadow Lane
Reisterstown, MD 21136

e

“Troy W Garris, Esq.

Weiner Brodsky Sidman Kider PC
1300 19" Street, NW, 5™ Floor
Washington, DC 20036-1609
(202) 628-2000 (tel)

(202) 628-2011 (fax)
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PR L T Y Bba-35~ a4/ BELTON METAL COMPANY PaGE B1

BELTON METAL CO. RO. Orawer 158 » Belton, §C 26827
mw_

RECYCLING Telephone: (84) $38-7430
SROKEAS  PAGCESIONS Pax: (684) 3387447
CONBULTANTR E-MAIL bmetai@oarol.net
Surface Transportation Boand
1925 X Strect N.W,

Washington, DC  20423-0001

June 6, 2006

Reference: STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X)
TO WHOM [T MAY CONCERN:

We are a sorap metal recycling facility located at 37§ Sherrard Road in Belton. S.C..

CSXT Transportation i8 the provider of our railroad transportation, CSXT has applied for
abandonment of the track that services our spur or side track. This proposed abandonment

ig detrimental to the future of our business and growth of ouwr community. Fven though

over the laat saveral years our rail shipments have been minima! in companison to previous
years, part of the declinc has bean the eveilability of tailcars and the willingness to puli

the railcars after being released for shipment. The report submitted by CSXT states that due to
heavy vegemtion and cquipment problems at the switch or de-railer their service was interrupted.
This is true to some oxtent however afier necessary cleaning or repair had been compicted the
inspector would neglect to re-inspact for approval for quitc some time. Furthermore the railears
that we were able to use during the past 18 months were pulled from a private fleet with the
assistance of metal brokers and consumers due 10 the fact that CSXT could not follow up on
railcar orders for loading purposes, All empty railears svailable szemed to be assigned 10
Carolina's Recycling Group, sur direet competition. The railcars we are able to utilize are
provided to Belton Meteal at a large expense, but at less cost than diverting all shipments to truck.

We employse on average 40 people and recycle sprox, 4000 tons per month and it is very
difficult to prepare for continwed growth with out the service of & railroad. We have no vear
connestion to NS ot other railroad providers, Trucking is a problem due to managing this amount
of waffic on nur road. We have been in business on this same Joeation since 1966, we have over
come many difficulties but this is 2 major problem for our longevity and the scevrity of our
smployees. This ebandonmenmt will further impair our ability to compete with the other metal
recyeling company giving them a stronger position in transportation than they have now.

We truly feel thet this abandonment could eventually lead to the closing of our business,
Not only the reasons outlined but for reasons not yet seem.
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Tn sddition to the hardships of placing empty car order’s for loading purposes, that almost
never was responded to, CSXT Transportation issued to Belton Metal Co. an invoice in the
amowat of $ 6,000.00 for what they refer to as Annual Sidetrack Connection Charge. A copy of
this invoioe is attached. This invoice was received during the time that we were being told the
track would be closed or abandoned. But the letrer alluded thet the $ 6,000.00 would be due sad
payable innnediately or our service or switch would be discontinued or removed.

We have a sizable investment in our apur and maintsnance and ali of this will be loat should
this track be sbandoned

‘We greatly appreciate your interest in this matter,

Respectiully,

.

James Baliard chief opersting officer
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| 500 Waier 51 1130
' Jacksonville, FL 32202
FAX 904-159-3645

Mark A, Cennette
Director Contract Management

Property Services
March 10, 2006
When cotresponding plenss refer to
Agreement Number: SCLO20716
BELTON METAL CO
375 SHERRARD ROAD

BELTON, 5C 29627

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is in reference 10 your private sidetrack serving your facility at BELTON, SC, which is connected to 2
switch connection that is owned and maintsined by CSX Transportation, Ing, (“CSXT™).

CSXT records from the lagt yesr indicate that a total of § carloads of freight were tendered or received over
this sidetrack during this period. While the degree of use of the Sidetrack i 8 business decision that is mude by
your comgpany, piease undersiand that CSXT incurs maimenance expenses and other additional coste in kesping
such switch cormections iy place, regardiess of the amount of use.

W think you may want to preserve vour i} acecss since rafl services increase the Jogistics options for
your company. However, CSXT sannot continue to biear the expense of keeping the switch o vour Stdeteack in
place at the current level of use. Accordingly, CSXT has estblished a policy of requiring that cach private
sidetrack receive or tender a minitmam of twenty-five (25) carioads of freight per vear via C8XT linehaul service.

CSXT has en option 10 cancel the above-referenced private sidetrack agreement and remove the switch
sonnection in accordance witly the provisions of that agreement. Aw an alternative to that cancellation, C8XT is
willing to keep the awitch connection and apreement in place in exchange for a connection charge to be paid 1o
CSXT on an annual basis. The current connection charpe ia Six Thousand Dollars (36,000) per year and would
cover the perdod from January 1. 2006 ta Decomber 31, 2006. CSXT reserves the right to adjust hoth the minirnum
carioad amount and the amount of the connaction charge on a perindic basis, but not more then once a year, CSXT
niso reserves the right fo not offer 2 connection charge in fiture years.

1 am attaching a connection charge invoise 10 this letter for the previously indiested period. Obviously,
your cormpany does not hiave 10 pay this inveice. Should you decline to do o, (hen CSXT may decide to terminate
the agreernent in accordance with its provisions. A separtte termination notice witl be issued if CSXT slects to
termunate the agreement,

If you have mel the minimum threshold and received this letter in error ar {f you are currently leasing the
facility served hy the rail turout piease inform us. a3 the owner may want to preserve rail access and pay the
connection charge. Should you have any other questicms, please esl free to contamt Gloria Mannon at 904-359-
3718 or Gloria_Manmnot(@esx com.
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C8XT hopes that you will continue the option 10 tender and receive ruil freight service at this location by
payment of the conneetion charge, Should you elest to do so, pleese be sure that the connection charge payment is
received by CSXT no iater than thirty (30) days from the datc of this letter. Please remember that no connection
charge will be assessed in future ycars when the minimum carload number is met or exceeded.

Sincerely,

lnik L L amnill”

Mark A, Gennettc

Ce: Billing Clcrk, Jacksonville, Ft 1180 ~ Please updaie billing to reflect the cannection fee with the cffeetive date of
4/9/06.

Imaging Group, Jacksonville, FL J180 - Incorparate into scanncd file,

Archivist, Facksonville, FI. ! 440 — Tneorporate with archive file.
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INVOICE
C&X Fudernl 10 No. 1 54-H00072) Rilf No: TOORELTO
CSX Canadian 10 Na. 11022342868 Bill Dute - 03/10.2006
Duy Cmte; LUpon Reesipt

Paymaent may be made in one & the following ways:
Masit-your check. #1ong with the botior pertion of your bit 1 e

BELTON MFETAL CO addrosa inticated on the Bil.
375 SUIFRRARD ROAD CMl [904) 3S-ATIN 1o suthurire: puynient by sredif sard of to harve future
HELTON. §C puymaale automatianlly with@rum e your chesking mcount via

Ciruttic Funds Trnnefer (EET)

Descrintion of Charges

SCLR2074 July 16, 1975

' BELTON. 8¢
Annyal Sideirask Comnection Chay

1142000 Throggh 1273122000 BOCLLN)

{nvoice Total $6,000.00
“““““““ T T T T T petach Mo and Retum with Paymen
Ramit To: Pisase direct corraspondencs to: Ous Date UPON RECEIPT
CSX Trangponation CSX Transponation Amount Due  $5.500.00
P.O. Box 1 1AE2R /@ Property Services Bill No. THIRELTO

Atianta, GA 30368-6628 500 Water St, J180
Jacksonvitle, FL 32202-4423

Past due Hile ure aubioot e a 335 00 sdminlstrative and handling foe slus

H you mnave any quastions conceming s involos o IHECTIIL a1 TNE TALS ATIAWARME by 0w I order 13 evoid those fas,
# you eed to Correct your rame cr acdress. pleuss payment musi goch un by the due date. Plense 2'how 7.10 dayt for soain]
contac! Sathatine Adrins at §04-358.Ta1] or da'ivery,

Catherine _Adkina@asx com



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned does hereby certify that the protest letter of Belton Metal Co.,
Finance Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 664X) was served by U.S. mail on June 7, 2006 upon
the following individual:

Louis E. Gitomer
Attorney at Law

118 Sunnymeadow Lane
Reisterstown, MD 21136

Troy W. Garris, Esq.

Weiner Brodsky Sidman Kider PC
1300 19" Street, NW, 5 Floor
Washington, DC 20036-1609
(202) 628-2000 (tel)

(202) 628-2011 (fax)
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